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Message from Commander Danko: 
 
Here it is…July already. With Independence Day 
behind us, it has been said that summer is half over. 
Major League Baseball is getting ready for the All-Star 
Game which marks the half-way point of the season 
and the schools that offer summer sessions are already 
discussing mid-terms. Where is it going ? Better get 
that boat underway soon and get down to some serious 
navigating. 
 
This special edition of the FOGHORN and my message 
will cover July and August. We are enjoying “ on the 
water “ time and will re-convene in September with 
regular Squadron business. Please enjoy the weather 
and be a better boater during this off time. 
 
I will make this brief because I know your engine is 
running and if I may review what is planned for the 
next two months. 
 
Many of our members will attend the Wacky Raft Race 
in Athens, New York on Sunday 16 July. This is not an 
official squadron event but we are going to enjoy the 
show anyway. It all starts around 1100 at the 
Riverfront. More information is available in this issue 
of the FOGHORN. There is no RSVP required, but if 
you would like more details, please feel free to contact 
Dick Winchell. It will be a good time. 
 
This is a Thursday afternoon and we are testing the 
waters to see what kind of showing we get….Thursday 
afternoon verses Saturday mornings. We can always 
use helpers. If you can and will, come on down to the 
library. 
 
Wednesday 2 August at Coco’s in Hyde Park will be 
our meeting of the Executive Committee. Members are  
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always welcome. We start at 1830. Come join us and 
help us plan the future. 
 
Saturday 26 August will be our Annual Squadron 
Picnic and Rendezvous at Red Hook Boat Club. It all 
starts around noon. Come early and enjoy the day. 
More information and directions are mentioned 
elsewhere in this FOGHORN edition. 
 
The Executive Committee meeting for September will 
be Wednesday 30 August at Gateway Diner in 
Highland. Again the time is 1830 and all members are 
welcome. 
 
On the District 2 agenda is the Summer Council. This 
will be on Saturday 29 July at Captains Cove Seaport in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. The District meeting starts at 
0900 and the rest of the day is for fun. I attended last 
year and enjoyed every minute. Please join us. 
 
And finally……please consider attending the USPS 
National Governing Meeting in New York City. It starts 
on 15 August until the 20th. The actual business 
meeting is on Saturday the 19th and the rest of the week 
promises a full agenda of seminars, get togethers, an 
expo, ship's store, and a brotherhood with an 
opportunity to meet and talk with many many USPS 
members with the same goals…. Better boating through 
education. 
 
That’s it. Once again have  a safe and better boating 
summer and we will see you on the water. 
Commander George Danko AP  
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THE AUGUST RENDEZVOUS 
 
Please accept this invitation to attend the Mid-Hudson 
Power Squadron 
 
Annual Rendezvous and Member Meeting. 
 
Place: 
 
Red Hook Boat Club On The Hudson 
Located on Dock Road in the Hamlet of Barrytown 
 
Date and time: 
 
Saturday 26 August 2006 at 1200. 
 
You can ALL  come by BOAT or by car. Bring the 
entire family, it is a loosely organized picnic, on the 
Hudson, and a great way to meet your fellow MHPS 
members. 
It is a potluck affair with each family bringing their 
favorite dish and sharing it with everyone. 
 
The Squadron will provide CORN ON THE COB, 
cooked by official, certified, corny, chef Gladstone.  
  
Cost:  $0.00 
 
Docking facilities provided.  
  
Please join us for this event and bring a guest. 
  
RSVP: Administrative Officer,  MHPS.�
Lt. Cdr. Andrew E. Williams AP 
845-876-0761 
agizmofish@yahoo.com 
 

 
Figure 1, Don Culligan of the NYS Canal System 
addressing the Members at the Double O Grill. 
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Commander  
Cdr. George Danko, AP 
845-724-3702,  
dankogeorg@aol.com 
 
Executive Officer 
Lt. Cdr. Patricia K. Smalley, AP 
845-889-4242,    
Lymey2@aol.com  
 
Squadron Education Officer (SEO) 
Lt. Cdr. Richard Winchell, SN 
845-691-7606 ,   
n2exv@hvi.net. 
 
Assistant Squadron Education Officer (ASEO) 
1st Lt. Michelle L. Tarsa AP 
845-229-2572, 
 
Administrative Officer 
Lt. Cdr. Andrew E. Williams AP 
845-876-0761 
agizmofish@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary     
Lt. Cdr. Jerry Toepfer, AP 
845-462-1786 
Jerry.Toepfer@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer 
Lt. Cdr. Janice M. Silver, P 
845-877-4777,   
jansilver@optonline.net 
 
Foghorn Editor  
P/C  John C. Kwak, AP 
845-255-5318,  
jckwak@earthlink.net  
 
Web Master 
Dave Rosenthal  SN 
mhpswebmaster@optonline.net 
 
WEB SITE 
 
The Mid Hudson Power Squadron web site is at                                    
www.midhudsonpowersquadron.com   
This is where you can get all the information about 
the Squadron.  
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Figure 2, MHPS members learning about the NYS 
CANAL SYSTEM 

 

 
Figure 3, June Meeting  at the Double O Grill in 
Rhinebeck 

 
 
 

 
Figure 4, An Attentive audience. 

     WACKY RAFT RACE  
    On Sunday July 16, 2006  Athens, NY 
 
Some information on the days activities from  
SEO Dick Winchell. 
 
To recap what's happening. 
The contestants will launch their crafts between 
0830 to 1030 at the State Launch Ramp at the 
mouth of Murders Creek. The race starts at 1100 
and will proceed south past Riverfront Park at the 
foot of Second St. which is the location of the 
village dock and the best viewing location.  
The race will end in Catskill. 
 
We have been invited to have a picnic at Michelle's 
after viewing the race. This is a bring your own 
everything affair. There will be no chairs at the 
park, bring your own if you need one. 
 
Here are some key locations. I have been asked to 
provide GPS info for locations around Athens. 
 
The center of the village is the bank at 
No. Washington and Second St. 
Riverfront Park is at the east end of Second St. 
(one short block, you can see it from the bank.  
Lat 42 15.618'N x Lo 73 527' W  
The entrance to the Launch ramp is one mile north 
on Rt 385 from the Bank.  
L 42 16.417' N x Lo 73 48.158' W 
Michelle's place is at the end of River Rd which is 
one mile north of the entrance to the launch ramp. 
River Rd off Rt 385 
L 42 17.270'N x Lo 73 47 978' W. 
Go down the River Rd to where it turns into a 
private road and continue to the road that ends in 
her front yard. 
L 42 16.920' N x Lo 73 47.658' W 
If after all this you still get lost.... 
Call 518-945-1644.  
  
A Note From Your Editor; 
Enjoy all the summer activities, Minke and I will 
not be around since we will be in The  Netherlands 
from July 19 to August 17 showing my younger 
brother the homeland. He has never been back so it 
will be a trip of rediscovering our roots. We hope 
to do some sailing on the IJselmeer the former 
Zuiderzee until the Dutch dammed it in with the 
Afsluitdijk in 1932.                           Editor John 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
Sunday 16 July 2006  Athens, Wacky Raft Race in Athens,NY  
Thursday 20 July from 1530 to 1830. Kid’s Boating Course ,Beekman Library in Poughquag  
Saturday 29 July  District 2  Summer Council at Captains Cove Seaport in Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
Wednesday 2 August 2006 Excomm at Coco’s Hyde Park 1830  
August 15 to 20, USPS National Governing Meeting in New York City.  
Saturday  26 August 2006 MHPS Annual Picnic and Rendezvous at Red Hook Boat Club  
Wednesday 30 August  2006 Excomm, Gateway Diner, Highland NY 
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